We are preparing a project called START EASY ('Smart Tools for quick and easy business start-up in Europe') for the call for proposals of the INTERREG EUROPE closing next 22nd of June. 

START EASY is an initiative led by the Government of Catalonia, which seeks to improve regional policy and deliver smart tools that enable a conducive environment for business to start up and grow, combining and integrating ‘’Think Small First’’ principles. It aims to do so by promoting interregional exchange of experience, pooling regional knowledge and delivering opportunities for mutual learning, and facilitating joint policy development to design Action Plans. In this regard, START EASY focus on different learning needs, which are in line with the integration of high-quality user centered support for start-ups -and SMEs- that combine e-government solutions, one-stop shop systems and only once principles. Our initial proposal is: Innovation ecosystems – public sector as a partner for business; New public services for new legal forms – start-up cases; Connecting the dots – multi-governance cooperation; Ex-post control on enterprises; and Next development on digital and client centered public administration. 

We have a partnership that covers Lithuania, Italy, Spain, Belgium, composed of public authorities, which are responsible for and/or relate to the policy instrument addressed by START EASY (enhancing the competitiveness of SMEs).  


Please find enclosed the following details:  

- Application Form: Issue Addressed, Objectives and Project Approach. 

- List of Activities and Outputs for the policy exchange and Work Plan 

The idea is that the Polish partner gets involved in the majority of exchange actions, which are mainly: 
- Interregional Peer Review discussions: 3 rounds organised by the Government of Catalonia, the Metropolitan Area of Bologna and East Flanders Economic Council 
- Co-evaluation exercise at regional level: with the regional stakeholder groups 
- Contribution to the Joint Survey at EU level to uncover administrative burdens for Start ups and identify experiences and practices in other regions 
- Interregional Thematic Workshops to go in detail into specific learning needs such as digitalisation of services, public services cutomized to the specific needs of start ups, etc.  
- Targeted Study Visits beyond the consortium 
- Action Plan development 

As a matter of fact, the Polish partner has been assigned the organisation of a Study Visit in its region alongside an Interregional Thematic Workshop.  

- General Budget for Polish Partner - consider this a preliminary estimation of costs which should be discussed in detail.  

